
Barnaby Complex 
Site History

Barnaby hatchery 
construction begins

First release of steelhead in Barnaby Harrison Slough impounded 
for rearing site. Diversion 
pipeline from Barnaby to 
Harrison may have been 
constructed around this 
time.

Harrison Slough 
closed as rearing site 
due to problems 
with predation, 
disease, and water 
quality issues

Steelhead production 
discontinued in early 1980s 
for economic reasons

Renovation and expansion of Barnaby 
rearing pond & facility including 
construction of the levees across the 
middle of Barnaby to create a 5-acre 
pond, new hatchery building, and a 
steelhead trap installed near the 
outlet of Lucas Slough. Rearing 
production resumes.

Lucas Slough steelhead 
trap does not work as 
expected, then damaged 
in flood and abandoned

As mitigation for impacts that occurred 
to Lucas Slough during the 1987 
renovation, WDFW restores juvenile 
coho access to Harrison Slough via an 
unnamed tributary channel from Lucas 
Slough.  Spawning gravel placed along 
lower end of channel.  Outflow to 
Barnaby screened for juveniles. 

Three Barnaby Slough dikes are 
modified with weirs to provide coho
access, and a new fishway is installed 
at the outlet of Harrison Slough.  

Rip-rap is removed from the 
mainstem Skagit by SRSC & 
WDFW. The rip-rap was 
installed in 1986 to protect 
the Lucas Slough steelhead 
trap from high river flows, 
blocking several river/slough 
connections. The last year steelhead are reared at Barnaby due to lack of funding and 

difficulty raising steelhead in natural ponded environment (predation, water 
quality and temperature issues, disease). WDFW focused steelhead 
production at the Marblemount hatchery because there was enough room, 
predation and disease were easier to control, water quality was better, better 
quality smolts were produced, and staff were onsite.

Spawning gravel placed 
by WDFW along upper 
end of Harrison Slough.  

SRSC receives funding 
from the SRFB for the 
Barnaby Reach Habitat 
Study

1944: Earliest known aerial photograph of the Barnaby Reach (US War Dept)

The Barnaby complex was originally constructed by the 
state to raise hatchery steelhead in the early 1960s. 

Modifications were made to the site over many years by 
the state with the volunteer assistance of the Wildcat 
Steelhead Club. Barnaby was no longer used after the

last release of steelhead in 2007. 

1972 aerial photograph (USFS)

1991 aerial photograph (USFS)

TNC purchases ~155 ac, 
including portions of Lucas 
Slough, from Crown Pacific

TNC purchases ~86 ac and 
SCL purchases ~418 ac, 
including Harrison Slough, 
from Crown Pacific

TNC purchases 
~51 ac from 
Martin

TNC purchases 
~31 ac

Smallest rearing pond 
constructed (0.6 ac), 
groundwater wells 
installed to improve 
water quality

SCL purchases 
~46 acres near 
the lower end of 
Illabot Creek

Photos and map from 1958.
Map – Early survey 
Top photo  - Barnaby control dike
Bottom photo – Harrison Slough
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Bird netting 
added to 
smaller rearing 
pond to reduce 
predation

2007 aerial photograph (Skagit Co/Pictometry)
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1962 plans for Harrison impoundment, then called “Barnaby Slough 2”

1998 aerial photograph (USFS)


